SPECIAL MEETING OF THE
CITY OF CONCORD
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD

Thursday, November 20, 2014
5:30 p.m., Special Meeting
PERMIT CENTER CONFERENCE ROOM
1950 Parkside Drive, Bldg. D

Design Review Board Members

Jack Moore, Chair Kirk Shelby

Ross Wells, Vice Chair Ernesto Avila — Planning Commission Liaison
Peter Harmon

AGENDA

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
ADDITIONS/CONTINUANCES/WITHDRAWALS
CONSENT CALENDAR

A. 8/14/14 Meeting Minutes

B. 10/23/14 Meeting Minutes

STAFF REPORTS

1. Commercial Development at 1100 Concord Avenue (PL140047 — DR) — Project Planner:
G. Ryan Lenhardt @ (925) 671-3162.

HEARINGS - None.
STUDY SESSION

1. Shiva Muragan Cultural Center (PL140405 — DR) — Design Review to demolish an existing
Shiva Muragan Temple, auxiliary building, residence with carport, and a cottage, and construct
a new temple and annex building measuring approximately 7,000 sq. ft. and 6,700 sg. ft.
respectively, and a lot merger on a 0.73-net acre site at 1803 2" Street. The General Plan
designation is Commercial Mixed Use; Zoning classification is CMX (Commercial Mixed Use)
— Transit Station Overlay District; APNs 113-011-008, -010, -016, and -017. Project Planner:
G. Ryan Lenhardt @ (925) 671-3162.
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BOARD CONSIDERATIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADJOURNMENT

NOTICE TO PUBLIC

No item will be considered for hearing after 9 p.M. Items remaining on the agenda will be rescheduled.

At the beginning of the meeting any items to be held over will be announced. The staff may bring up following this, any
items on the agenda that are of a routine and non-controversial nature, and the chairperson may call for action on these items
without further discussion if there is no opposition present at the meeting. Normal hearings will then proceed for the
remainder of the agenda.

Staff will not provide written summaries of the Board's discussions on preliminary review or continued agenda items.
Applicants should be prepared to take all necessary notes regarding the Board's comments, suggestions, and directions on
projects, or schedule an appointment to review tape recordings of the meetings. For items resulting in a final action by the
Board, action letters will be prepared by staff and distributed to the applicant.

Correspondence and writings received that constitutes a public record under the Public Records Act concerning any matter on
this agenda are available for inspection during normal business hours by contacting the Planning Division, located at 1950
Parkside Drive, Wing D, Concord, CA. For additional information contact (925) 671-3152.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and California Law, it is the policy of the City of Concord to
offer its public programs, services and meetings in a manner that is readily accessible to everyone, including those
with disabilities. If you are disabled and require a copy of a public hearing notice, or an agenda and/or agenda packet
in an appropriate alternative format; or if you require other accommaodation, please contact the ADA Coordinator at
(925) 671-3031, at least five (5) days in advance of the hearing. Advance notification within this guideline will enable
the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility.

NEXT DESIGN REVIEW BOARD MEETINGS:

November 27, 2014 — CANCELLED
December 11, 2014




MEMORANDUM
| |

November 20, 2014

TO: Design Review Board members
FROM: G. Ryan Lenhardﬁ}S/enior Planner

SUBJECT: Shiva Temple — Study Session

Background

The Board previously voiced their desire to conduct study sessions and provide input during
the initial design phase of a project. Staff has had preliminary discussions with
representatives of the Shiva Temple about redeveloping their property at 1803 2" Street and
is requesting this study session due to the visibility of their site.

The project includes the demolition of the existing Shiva Murugan Temple, auxiliary
building, residence with carport, and a cottage, and construction of a new temple and annex
building measuring approximately 7,000 sq. ft. and 6,700 sq. ft. respectively.

Site

Vehicle ingress is proposed on Second Street with a second driveway intended for egress on
Concord Boulevard. A drive aisle loops around the temple building providing access to
parking along the north and south sides of the site. Pedestrian access is proposed via a
ceremonial gate that leads to a plaza and two kiosks for storage of devotees’ footwear. A
decorative tubular steel fence and gated driveways will enclose the site.

Architecture

The design of the temple is based on the design principles of Vastu, which dictates the
geometries and placement of the building features. The main feature of the temple is a 47-
foot entrance tower with sculptured elements that rise in diminishing tiers. A smaller tower
and faceted dome are proposed at the west end and center of the temple respectively. The
temple facades will be faced with ornamental pilasters, decorative window trim, overhangs,
and comices. The two-story annex building incorporates pilasters and cornices however the
ornamentation is not as extensive as the temple to differentiate itself. Exterior materials are
cement plaster and precast cement pilasters, moldings, cornices, and omaments. The colors
of the temple have not been finalized but may include a variety of primary colors.



Discussion

Building massing, height, materials and colors
Planning for phased ¢ ns*ruction

Landscaping and maintenance in small areas
Outdoor area for gatherings

Signage in setback areas

Attachments: Written statement and project plans

14memo.054



PROPOSED SHIVA MURUGAN CULTURAL CENTER
| | | |

(ARA

LOCATION

1803 Second St.
Concord, CA-94519

Owner

Shaiva Siddhanta Ashram
A Non-Profit Organization

Temple Architect (Stapathy)

K. Dakshinamoorthy RECEIVED
Vivek Vedic Architect
NeCh:nnlgi, lrrci:dilcec S 0CT 29 2014
PLANNING

ARCHITECT

SKL ASSOCIATES, INC.
CONCORD, CA

08-28-2014



Background

The Shiva Murugan Temple has been operating in Concord since moving from San Francisco in 1988.
The original temple was established in San Francisco in 1957 and is the oldest Hindu temple in North
America. Currently, the temple is operated in a church building with a social hall in the basement and
an adjacent single story building which serves as the temples administration building. Over the years

the temple has acquired adjacent parcels which have single family homes where the temple priests
reside.

There has been a steady rise in devotees attending the temple, with many families attending from as
far as the Silicon Valley and Sacramento. The main attraction of the Concord temple is the intimate
size and the quality of the rituals conducted by the priests. The temple activities include a vast array

of services from daily worship (Puja), religious and social ceremonies and religious festivals that
occur throughout the year.

The current temple facility including the social hall, are inadequate to meet the needs of the growing
congregation. Social activities often are held in the temple disrupting the religious services that are
conducted there. Therefore, the temple Board proposes a new larger temple building and annex that
will provide separate venues for religious and social activities. The construction of the new building
will be phased so that the existing temple will remain in place until the new building is completed.
The annex building and completion of the south parking lot will be done in the second phase.

Hindu temple design is based on architectural principles of ancient vedic text Shilpa Shastras and is
rooted in ancient body of knowledge know as Vastu Shastras, which is still practiced today. Temples
built on these principles can be seen in India and other parts of Asia such as the Angkor Wat temple
in Cambodia, which is one of the world’s largest Hindu temple. The temple Board has appointed a
renowned Temple Architect (Sthapathy) K. Dakshinamoorthy of Vivek Vedic Architects to provide
the design concept of the new temple and annex building.

Site Design

The site is located centrally on the edge of Concord’s historic district. It is bounded by Second Street
on the east, at the intersection of Concord Boulevard, which lies to the south. The Safeway shopping
center is on the west and the Western Federal Credit Union is located on the north.

The four lots on which the new temple and annex is
proposed is occupied by temple building and various single
story buildings owned by the temple. These lots will be
combined into one parcel.

A sewer line easement runs west to east across the lot
thereby limiting the options for building placement. Since
the existing temple operations have to continue during
construction of the new building the portion of the parcel
available for the temple lies between the existing building
and the sewer easement.

View of existing building

The primary vehicular access to the temple parking lot is
provided on Second Street. Another driveway is provided from Concord Boulevard, however this is
intended to be for exiting the temple parking lot. Parking areas are placed along both north and
south side of the temple. On the northerly portion of the lot a two story annex building is located
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which will house the administrative offices, restrooms, social hall and kitchen. Access to the temple
property will be controlled by automatic gates which will be left open during service hours.

Pedestrian access to the temple is provided by méans of a ceremonial gate feature, which leads into a
front pljaza area of the temple. Two kiosks flank the main entrance the purpose of these is to store
devotees footwear, as no footwear is allowed inside the sanctuary. The entire site will have an
wrought iron fence to secure the premises during off-hours. This was deemed necessary as the
current temple facilities have been the target of many vandal attacks.

Parking Requirements

During initial consultation with Planning staff the temple representatives were made aware that
parking count must be based on City of Concord Zoning Code - Parking Standards. As the temple
activities and nature of operations differs considerably from a typical Church, staff recommended
that the occupancy of the building may be determined by deriving an occupant load based on actual
seating area that the Fire Department would accept. An exhibit demarcating the seating areas and the
clear aisles was presented to the Fire Department with a projected occupant load of 336 persons.
This was reviewed by Fire Department staff and approved. A copy of the signed exhibit is attached.

Parking is provided for 47 vehicles along with 16 bicycle parking and 2 motorcycle parking spaces. A
shuttle service will also be provided for on special festival days. Additional parking is available on the
adjacent parking lot which the temple has an agreement to use during weekends.

The mode of attendance of a Hindu temple is significantly different when compared to other religious
facilities. Below is a table sampling of typical attendance pattern of the current temple for various
days of worship and festivals. This information gives a good picture of the peak hourly demand for
various days and events.

TYPE OF ACTIVITY TIMING HOURLY ATTENDANCE TOTAL ATTENDANCE
Week Day Worship 10:00 AM - 12:00 NOON 10-30 30
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 1550 50
Week End Worship 10:00 AM - 9:00 PM 35 300
New Year Day Worship 7:00 AM - 9:30 AM 75 150
10:00 AM - 12:00 NOON 75 250
12:00 NOON Cultural Event 75 200
Thaipusam Day Worship 8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 100 300
{lan. or Feb.) 10:00 AM - 12:00 NOON 150 400
12:00 NOON Cultural Event 150 200
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM Murugan Wedding 150 200
Thai Pongal Day Worship 10:00 AM - 12:00 NOON 75 200
(lan.) 12:00 NOON Cultural Event 15 200
Thai Krithhigai Worship 10:00 AM - 12:00 NOON 50 125
{lan.) 12:00 NOON Cultural Event 50 100
Maha Shiva Ratri Worship | 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 125 500
{Feb. ar Mar.) 8:00 PM - 9:30 PM 125 600
9:30 PM - 10:15PM Cultural Event 125 600
10:30 PM 125 600

The temple is located near to the Concord BART station and bus-stops allowing attendees to use
these modes of transport for special occasions. The required parking for the facility is based on
using the seating area of the temple excluding aisles and dividing by a factor of 50. The resultant
projected parking count of 47 spaces should adequately satisfy the facilities parking needs except for
special festive days. The temple Board plans to address these days by arranging for shuttle service
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for attendees to and from BART and public garages. In addition, on these days traffic management
and street closures on Second street may have to be implemented.

Building Design

The design of the new temple building is based on the building design principles of Vastu, which
dictates the geometries and placement of features of the building. The main entrance of the temple
needs to be facing east as the most desirable directions. The aspects such as placement of water
features, cooking areas and other amenities are also determined by the most auspicious placement.

The new temple building consists of 7075 square feet of
building. The main feature of the temple is a 47 feet
entrance tower or “Rajagopuram” which is a richly
sculptured element that rises in diminishing tiers and
announces the temples presence. A smaller tower
(Gopuram] is placed over the main diety towards the west
side of the building. In between the two towers a faceted
dome is located on the roof. The facades of the temple will
be faced with ornamental pilasters and decorative window
trims and overhangs and cornices which are traditional

design elements of a temple. Example of temple, Singapore

The temple annex is a two story building of 6700 square feet that will house the temple
administrative offices and restrooms on the lower level. A social hall and kitchen are located on the
second floor. The exterior design of the annex has pilasters and cornices that take the cue from the
temple, however to distinguish this building from the temple the ornamentation as extensive as the
temple building.

Exterior materials consist of cement plaster and precast cement pilaster, moldings, cornices and
ornaments. The colors of the temple have not been finalized yet, but an example is shown in the
picture above.

Conclusion
The Shiva Murugan temple of Concord has become an endeared place of worship to the devotees

from throughout the Bay area. The new building built on the ancient principles will transform it to a
place of pilgrimage, as well as a place that visitors and residents of Concord would enjoy viewing.

Prepared by:
Sharad Lal, AIA, LEED AP BD+C
Architect
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