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Business licenses
Everyone doing business in Concord

needs a business license. For more
information, call the Business License
Center, 671-3307, visit the Finance
Office at Civic Center, 1950 Parkside
Dr. or visit www.cityofconcord.org/
business/bizlicense.htm.

Pay tickets online
Concord parking tickets can now be paid
online. Follow the instructions at www.
cityofconcord.org/safety/traffic.htm.
Toreportabandoned vehicles online, send
an e-mail to TrafhcComplaint@cpd.
ci.concord.ca.us.

Hotline help

The City has a number of hot line
numbers for reporting potholes,
abandoned shopping carts, graffiti
or burned out street lights. See the
“Need an Answer?” listing on the
back of this newsletter.

Military recognition

The City Council’s Military Recognition
Program honors Concord military per-
sonnel returning from service in Iraq,
Afghanistan and other areas of conflict.
For more information, contact Leslye
Asera, Community Relations Manager,
671-3272, lasera@ci.concord.ca.us.
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The Monument Community First 5 Center on Clayton Road opened January 21.

Monument Community First 5 Center
serves area children and their families

T he new Monument Community First
A 5 Center, located at 1736 Clayton
Road in Ellis Lake Park, opened in January.

Programs and services for children from
birth to 5 years and their families will be
offered in the new building. Parent education
and support, eatly learning opportunities
for children, family literacy and tobacco
education are the four cornerstones of the
programs offered at the center.

“From birth to age five is a critical time for
achild’slearning and development,” says Ruth
Rodriguez, director of the First 5 Center.

“First 5 advocates that the parents are
a child’s first and most important teachers.
Supporting this philosophy, the programs
offered at the First 5 Center are not only for
children, but are also for parents.”

Parenting classes, family literacy, and

classes that teach parents how to prepare

their children for kindergarten are available
at the center. Classes, such as Mad Science
and Music Together, focus on interaction
between parentand child. The Family Stress
Center, Mt. Diablo Adult Education, and
the Monument Community Partnership
Senior Neighborhood Action Team are
some of the organizations that present
programs at the center.

An advisory committee has been formed
to identify the needs of the community and
prioritize center programs. Monument cor-
ridor residents make up at least 60 percent
of the committee membership; the remain-
ing 40 percent of members are representa-
tives from agencies serving the Monument
area. The committee plays an important role
in recommending and evaluating programs

See First 5 Center page 4
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Families benefit from camp programs

offered at Lake Tahoe and in Concord

dults and children can register now

or summer camp programs that
spark the imagination, wake up the senses
and energize the body. Concord offers
camp opportunities at South Lake Tahoe,
or closer to home. Registration fills up
quickly, so it’s not too early to make plans
for this summer.

Camp Concord

Camp Concord is one of the city’s hidden
treasures. In only a few hours, campers arrive
in a natural wonderland. Nestled high in the
Sierras between the shores of Lake Tahoe
and Fallen Leaf Lake, Camp Concord un-
folds on 29 acres in the El Dorado National
Forest. Programs take full advantage of this
pristine environment to provide youth, teen
and family campers with traditional outdoor

activities and adventures.

What is Family Camp?

Family Camp offers an affordable
Lake Tahoe getaway for the entire family
and is the perfect setting for a relaxing or
adventurous vacation. With something of
interest for every age group, families experi-
ence the outdoors by choosing from Camp
Concord’s daily calendar of events, or by
exploring the Tahoe Basin on their own.
Highlights of the Family Camp schedule
include campfires, canoeing, swimming,
volleyball, bingo, brunch on the beach, and
crawdad fishing.

Families taking a break from the Family
Camp schedule can participate in off-site
activities such as golf, horseback riding,
water sports and bicycle trails. Aside from
traditional camp activities, families have
complete use of the family lounge which
offers a quiet escape for reading and games
on cozy couches. A big screen TV/VCR is
also available for movies.

Families enjoy the many amenities and picturesque scenery atr Camp Concord.

Families stay in cabins with convenient
access to restrooms, hot showers, laundry
facilities and the main lodge. All cabins
have electricity and sleep up to six people.
Families provide their own bedding. “All
you can eat” meals are served three times a
day in the main lodge. The chef and camp
staff also provide special events, such as a
champagne breakfast on the beach and the
traditional Pope Beach Luau. The camp
store stocks toiletries, cameras, t-shirts,
hats, stuffed animals and other vacation
necessities.

Families can make reservations by
calling 671-3273, or by downloading a
registration form at www.cityofconcord.

org/recreation.

Find the perfect day camp program
Looking for a day camp experience?
The Community & Recreation Services

Department has a youth day camp for every
age and interest. The ever-popular Camp
Littlefoot is just right for 3 to 6-year-olds.
Campers will be entertained with age-ap-
propriate activities that will keep them
enthused and stimulated.

For grade-school children, the Backyard
Explorers Day Camp provides a week
packed with adventure including creek
hikes, crawdad fishing, games, arts and
crafts, cooking, presentations, and trips to
various theme park attractions. New this
year is the addition of the Trackers Camp.
This camp is great for fifth and sixth graders

who seek to learn new skills.

All That and Then Some

Teens can look forward to a camp all

their own. The All That and Then Some

See Programs page 4
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Concord Literacy Coalition in need of tutors

Low rates of literacy exact a stagger-
ing human and financial cost on the
community. Two million native English
speakers in California are functionally
illiterate. Illiteracy touches every aspect
of life including employability, social and
healthcare costs, family health and civic
life. When people acquire new language
skills, they can compete for better jobs and
can give their children the opportunity to
become better learners. Increased literacy
reduces the strain on local economies and
public services. Literacy opens a world of
knowledge and is the cornerstone for hu-
man, civic, and economic development.

How can residents make a difference
in this critical area? The Concord Literacy
Coalition (CLC) has a pressing need for
tutors. More than 400 adults who want to
become literate in English are on a waiting list
because there are not enough trained tutors.

The CLC promotes literacy awareness
and supports literacy efforts in the commu-
nity. Local groups joining forces through
the CLC include the Diablo Valley Literacy
Council, Project Second Chance, Concord
Library, City of Concord, Mt. Diablo Adult
Education, Mt. Diablo Unified School
District, the Monument Community
Partnership, First 5 Contra Costa as well

as other non-profit organizations that serve
the community. To volunteer to train as
a tutor or to support the efforts of the
Concord Literacy Coalition, contact Peter
Dragovich, Director of City Management,
671-3085, peter@ci.concord.ca.us.

On request, a speaker can be sched-
uled to visit a business or organization
to provide a presentation on the goals
and needs of the Concord Literacy
Coalition. For more information on the
state of literacy in this community and
the groups that are working to improve
literacy visit www.cityofconcord.org/
living/literacy-directory.htm.

ADA plan update will soon

In 1990, the Federal Government en-
acted the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA). The ADA required all public
organizations to adopt a Transition Plan
identifying physical obstacles limiting ac-
cess to programs, services and activities by
persons with disabilities.

Concord adopted its ADA Transition
Plan in 1993. The City continues to review
the Transition Plan as new construction
projects are identified and legal interpretation
of the ADA occurs. The plan will undergo an
update this year. City facilities, programs, ser-
vices, policies, practices, and procedures will
be surveyed and the plan will be revised.

Public sidewalks and curb ramps will be
added to the plan. An accessibility inventory of
sidewalks and curb ramps on major streets and
near City facilities has been completed. The
inventory identified obstructions such as util-
ity poles and boxes, severe cross slopes, vertical
offsets, and locations that need curb ramps.

Public meetings will be held to solicit
input on plan revisions from interested per-
sons, including individuals with disabilities

and organizations representing individuals

be underway

Concord ADA Coordinator Julia DosSantos stands in the City Council Chamber at the
Civic Center, 1950 Parkside Drive. As part of an ADA upgrade to the building, several seats
were removed to provide space for wheelchairs. Later this year, automated front doors will be
installed to make it easier for persons with disabilities to enter and leave the building.

with disabilities. These meetings will be
scheduled for this spring. Additional public
comments will be sought later in the year
on the draft of the revised plan.

Meeting notices will be mailed to inter-
ested persons. To be placed on the mailing
list, contact Julia DosSantos, the City’s

ADA Coordinator, at 671-3170. ¢
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Review of City parking regulations

By
Sgt. John Nunes

A common com-
plaint that plagues

our community is

the illegal parking
of cars on public
streets, residential
property (single family homes, apartment,
condominium and townhouse complexes)
and business properties. Let’s talk about
when and where you can legally park your
car and who you should complain to about
illegally parked cars.

Obviously, it is not illegal to park
your car in front of your home, in your
driveway, or on your street. However,
certain criteria must be met. Your vehicle
must be currently registered. This means
all registration fees must be paid to the
DMV, along with a proof of insurance on
file with DMV and any applicable smog

certifications.

Just paying your fees is not enough;
make sure the insurance and smog require-
ments are met. Your car is not considered
legally registered if all requirements are not
met. Even if DMV has registered your car
as “non-operable,” it still must have a cur-
rent registration sticker in order for it to be
legally parked in the city of Concord.

Your car must also be in operable condi-
tion. Wrecked and inoperable cars cannot be
parked on the street, on any unpaved surface
at your home, including your backyard, or
in your driveway. This isnt to say you cannot
have a “project car” or perhaps a car you are
in the process of repairing at your home. If;
however, you have this type of car, it should
be kept in your garage. And remember, “ugly”
cars are not against the law. Aslongasa car is
operable and driven, its outward appearance
makes no difference. Multiple cars at one
home are not against the law either, as long as
the cars are operable. However, you should not
park your car on the street, without it being
moved, for more than 72 hours.

What should you do if there are inoper-
able cars in your neighborhood or on your
property? If the car is parked on the street,
you should call the parking enforcement sec-
tion of the Police Department at 671-3259. If
the car is in the driveway or on an unpaved
surface, you should call Neighborhood
Services at 671-3075. After hours and on
weekends, you can leave a message for
Neighborhood Services at 671-3282.

Residents of apartment, condominium
and townhouse complexes should contact
their respective management companies to
assist with wrecked/abandoned vehicles.
Business and property owners should con-
tact the parking enforcement section of the
Police Department at 671-3259 for assistance.
Business and property owners can also contact
local, approved tow companies to have the
inoperable/abandoned vehicles removed.

The Police Department and
Neighborhood Services are working with
the community to make Concord a premier
place to live and work. @

Remove weeds now to prevent

((W\uat’s the problem? They’re only
weeds!” That is the question most
often asked when Neighborhood Services
inspectors leave a notice or send a letter to a
resident telling them that their weeds are in
violation of the City’s Municipal Code.

What's the big deal about weeds? Weeds
negatively affect the local, state, national and
international environment and economy. An
executive order on invasive weeds, signed by
the President in 1999, says that “plants and
insects not native to the United States have
been estimated to cost the American economy
over $100 billion a year.” Sometimes weeds are
not “only weeds.”

The purpose of the City’s Municipal Code
governing weeds and other vegetation is “to
preserve the character, economic value, and
general welfare of established residential neigh-

borhoods in the city and protect the health
of people residing in such neighborhoods.”
Weeds can negatively affect the health, safety
and welfare of city residents. Some weeds are
harmful to pets and can harbor insects. Some
weeds can damage grass and other plants by
taking nutrients from the soil. Tall weeds and
grass can also hide broken glass, rocks and
other items, posing a safety concern.

The City’s code sets a maximum height
of eight inches for grass and weeds, and any
growth above eight inches is considered a nui-
sance. It is best to simply not to let weeds grow
that high. Here are some tips to help control
or prevent weeds.

* Keeping grass cut to the right height (ap-
proximately two and a half to three inches
for most laws) helps to shade weeds out of
existence. Mowing too low or too high can

problems later

result in more weed growth.

* Mowing regularly helps to remove the flow-
ering seed parts of many weeds and makes
it harder for them to seed their next crop.

¢ Pulling or digging out weeds is better than
cutting them, because cutting weeds leaves
roots in the soil that grow back and spread
out.

* Keeping lawns healthy will discourage
weeds. Weeds love poor, under-fertilized soil.
Good lawn maintenance is the best weed
control policy.

Keeping grass at the right height, pulling
or digging out weeds before they have a chance
to root, and keeping the lawn healthy will help
protect the health and safety of residents and
pets. Following these steps will also help resi-
dents avoid notices and letters from the City’s
Neighborhood Services Division. 4






