
Major Crimes Room 
Unsolved Homicide 

Contact Information 

If you have information, please contact our Major Crimes tip line at (925) 603-
5836 or email at coldcases@cpd.ci.concord.ca.us 

Case:  07-0401 

Victim:  Cortes, Joel Daniel (18 YOA) 

Occurred: January 05, 2007 

Investigator: Paco Ramirez 

Summary: 

Joel Daniel Cortes was a Concord resident and a validated Sureno gang member.  
Joel was also an associate of the Sureno gangs from the Pittsburg, CA area. 

On the night of January 5th, 2007, Joel was murdered after being brutally 
attacked and stabbed multiple times by 3 to 4 subjects while walking in the area 
of Lacey Ln and Tilson Dr. near Cambridge Elementary School in Concord.  The 
motive for the attack and ultimately Joel's death remains unknown. 

Joel had recently learned that he was going to be a father and had spoken of his 
intentions to change his life for the better to family and friends.  We are 
interested in justice for Joel and any assistance that can be provided to solve this 
violent crime will be helpful. 

The police department is looking for anyone who can help solve this case or 
provide lead information.  If you have information regarding this case, please 
contact our Major Case tip line at (925) 603-5836 or email us at 
coldcases@cpd.ci.concord.ca.us. You may also communicate directly with the 
case agent, Detective Paco Ramirez at 925.603.5857. 

Possible Suspect Information: The suspects were only described as 3 to 4 
unknown race males wearing dark clothing, one suspect being described as tall 
and thin and appearing to have long – curly, brown colored hair. A possible 
suspect vehicle was described as a white colored new model Nissan or similar 
compact vehicle possibly with tinted windows. 
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